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MARITIME ART COLLECTION 

Half-Model of the Oyster Schooner 
Louisa Morrison 

Unknown artist 
Carved wood 
7" x 37.25" (18 em x 94.5 em) 
Signed: n/a 

This half-model is made up of 12 
alternating lifts of light and dark 
wood. An old; typewritten; paper 
label mounted on the reverse 
reads; 'Model of Schooner Louisa 
Morrison I presented by I The 
Morgan Oyster Company'. Using 
this model; the lines of this hull 
were taken off in the 1930's by the 
W.P.A.'s Historic American 
Merchant Marine Survey; and 
copies are available through the 
Smithsonian Institute. The model is 
of a beamy; relatively flat bottomed; 
shallow draft hull that would have 
been ideal for negotiating the 
shallow waters of San Francisco's 
tideland oyster camps. Captain 
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This half-model is made up of 12 alternating lifts of light and dark wood. An old; typewritten; paper label mounted on the reverse reads; 'Model of 
Schooner Louisa Morrison I presented by I The Morgan Oyster Company'. Using this model; the lines of this hull were taken off in the 1930's by the 
W.P.A.'s Historic American Merchant Marine Survey; and copies are available through the Smithsonian Institute. The model is of a beamy; relatively flat 
bottomed; shallow draft hull that would have been ideal for negotiating the shallow waters of San Francisco's tideland oyster camps. Captain John 
Stillwell Morgan was captain of an Oyster schooner in New York before emigrating to California during the 1849 gold rush. He left the gold fields in 1851 
and began transporting oysters from Olympia; Washington to San Francisco. He formed the Morgan Oyster Company and imported Atlantic coast oysters 
for transplanting in San Francisco Bay. He created 'oyster farms' using houses built on piles in the tidelands between Point San Bruno and San 
Francisquito Creek. In time Morgan and his four partners claimed 3;000 acres of tidal flats around the bay in which they established their oyster·growing 
beds. As Morgan held a monopoly; the prices were high and 'oyster pirates' were soon raiding the camps. It was here that a young Jack London; piloting 
the schooner Razzle Dazzle; had many midnight adventures raiding the oyster beds. After several decades of financial success; the increase in Bay 
pollution caused the oyster harvests to drop dramatically and after 1900 the industry collapsed. The schooner Louisa Morrison was used to transport 
Morgan's Oysters from the oyster camps to customers in San Francisco and along the West Coast. She was later used in the coal and lumber business 
between Bellingham; Washington and San Francisco. · 
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